
2.2  Markup & Discount 65

 
Buying Generic Prescription Drugs

In the United States, prescription drugs are often expensive. You can usually save 
money by asking your doctor to prescribe a generic version of a drug. Here are 
some sample savings.

Condition
Monthly Cost for 
Brand-Name Drug

Monthly Cost for 
Generic Substitute

High blood pressure $128 $13

High cholesterol $95 $37

Depression $103 $37

Arthritis pain $135 $30

Heartburn $179 $24

Which of these represents the greatest discount percent?

SOLUTION

A spreadsheet works well to organize the information in this problem.

The greatest discount percent is for the high blood pressure drug.

Checkpoint Help at

Find the discount percents for the three drugs described in the article.
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Condition Brand Generic
High blood pressure

$95.00 $37.00High cholesterol
$103.00 $37.00Depression
$135.00 $30.00Arthritis pain

Heartburn $179.00 $24.00
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61.1%
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