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Using the Golden Ratio

The spreadsheet shows that when you fi nd the 
ratio of any two successive terms in the Fibonacci 
sequence (divide the larger by the smaller), you 
approach the limit of 1.6180339887. . .. This is 
called the golden ratio.

In art, a rectangle whose side lengths are in this ratio 
is considered aesthetically pleasing. Identify some 
uses of this “golden rectangle” in art and architecture.

SOLUTION

The dimensions of the front of the Parthenon in 
Athens are roughly that of a golden rectangle.

Switch plate Mona Lisa’s face

 

Checkpoint Help at

Use the Internet to fi nd other examples of the use of the golden ratio in 
art or architecture.

Study Tip
The golden ratio can be 
written exactly using a 
square root.
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